
In the Claims 

Please delete all the reference numerals and amend the claims as 

follows: 

Cl aim 1 , 

1. (Amended) A circuIar/utUr unit for cutting [flat] lengths of flat 
material [such as sheet metal in a horizontal plane (10)] comprising : 

upper and lower circular blades lying in planes substantially 
perpendicular to the [horizontal] plane of t he flat material and parallel with a 
longitudinal direction of theymaterial; 

upper and lo\/er blade shafts respectively supporting said upper and 
lower blades, said shafts extending parallel with said [horizontal] plane of the 
material and perpendicular to said longitudinal direction; 

a non-positive drive connection between said blade including a 
transport ring mounted for ro tation with oi le of the blades and in driving 
en gagement with the other of the blade shafts; 

a frame having substantially a U-shape when viewed in a direction 
perpendicular td th e plane of the fiat mater ial with the upper and lower legs 
interconnectecyby a flat yoke intersecting said [horizontal] plane of the material at an 
acute angle, / 

/ means for rotatably supporting; said upper and lower blade shafts 
respectively in said upper and lower legs; 

/ means for establishing and adj asting a cutting gap between said two 
circularmlades; and 

/ means for releasably coupling one of the circular blades of said cutter 
unit to a driving unit having a motor [; and] 
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[means for non-pasitively connecting one of said two circular blades to 
said motor of said driving'unit]. 








Clflim 2 ^^^^ 

Line 2, please delef^'adjus table" and insert --adjusted to— 






Claim 3 

(Amended) A circular cutter unit according to claim 1 wherein said 
means for [non-positively connecting] r^leasably coupling one of [saidf^^l^es^is 
[connected] coupled to said lowej^blade. 






Cl<um 4 ^^^^ 
Please cancel claim 4. 






Cl<um 5, 

(Amended) A circular cutter unit according to claim 1 wherein ihg 
transport ring of said non-positive drive connection between said blade shafts 
[comprises a friction drive] is in frictional driving engagement with the other of the 

blades. 
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Claim 8 ^^^^ 

Line 3, please delete "adjustable within the" and insert —adjusted to a—. 

Claim 9 

Please cancel claim 9. 
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Claim iO 






(Amended) A circular cutter unit according to claim [9] 1 wherein said 
upper a«H Inwpr^TP^ts support said circular blades in overlapping relationship at a 
cutting anglP in a [the] range of 6 to 8° at jbfi nib of the overlapping^a^!° 














Claim 12 






Line 3, please delete^Tfie^ and inseTt^a^T 






Claim 13 






Please cancel datm 13 






Claim 14 






Line 3, please delete "the" and insert --a--. 






Claim 15 






Line 3, please delete "the" and insert^a^T 
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Claim 17 ^ 






Line 3, please delete "the" and insert^—. 




L 


5 





6 



:0 



c 



Claim 




(Amended) Anapparatus for cutting flaUengths of sheetjnetal in a 
generally horizontal plane [including] comprising: 

y a plurality of^circular cutting units each [comprising] including: 

upper and lower circular blades lying in planes substantially 
perpendicular to the horizontal plane and parallel with a longitudinal direction [of] 
in which the [material] sheet metal is feci betw.een Jhe circular blad es, 

n upper and lower blade shafts respectively supporting said upper and 
lowerjriades, said shafts extending parallel with said horizontal plane and 
perpendicular to said longitudinal direction, 

f & aj^ m^p^itiw ^rive connection between said blade shafts including a 
transport ring mounted respectively on eac h one of the uppe r and lower blade shafts 
adjacent the upper and lower circular blades res pectively, and d isposed in frictional 
driving- g^^ the circular 1 Irxie on the other of the up per and lower 

blade Shafts; 

' s ^ a frame having substantially a U-shape when viewed from above the 
horizontal plane with upper and lower legs interconnected by a flat yoke 
intersecting said horizontal plane at ^L^ciij^angle, and 

means for rotatably supporting said upper and lower blade shafts 
respectively in said upper and lower k'gs, and means for establishing and adjusting a 
cutting gap between said two circular blade? ; and 

means for releasably coupling each s \ki cutter unit to a driving unit having a 
motor whereby each Qaid cutter unit can bo 'released] drisffln from said [apparatu s ] 
driving unit independently of each other citting unit; - 

a plurality of parallel guide rails extending perpendicular to said longitudinal 
direction; and 



means on each of said frames sJidabl[e]y. engaging said guide rails so that each 
of said circular cutter units is independently positionable along said rails. 

Claim 19 



Line 2, please delete "is capable of setting" and insert -sets™. 

/ 



Claim W - 

(Amended) An apparatus according to claim 18 wherein said circular 
eotting 1 units are^mounte^on said guide rails with said circular cutting blades 
[thereof] of each^gutting unit oriented in [the same direction] parallel relationship 
with the^Madesof the other cutting units . 



Claim 21 

Line 2, please delete "such as sheet metal"; 
Line 17,18, please delSTeThese lines. 

In the Abstract 
Please deleteme reference numerals. 

REMAR KS 

Claims presented for prosecution in the application as amended above 
are claims 1-3, 5-8, 10-12 and 14-21. 

Drawings 

Applicant is enclosing for approval a set of informal drawings which 
illustrate in red the reference a in F%. 2 ; ; s :riCiicion«id on page 5 (amended above) 
and a reversal of the reference nume. As 26 und 27 in Fig. 1 for consistency with Fig. 



